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Abstract:

The research and extension services are carried out by
different agencies in Yemen. This led to the establishment of
R-E linkage mechanisms. These linkages were few and
irregular at earlier stage such as occasional coordinational
meetings, verification trials and limited circulation of
research reports. Later, some more linkage mechanisms have
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been established and improved such as the improved
monthly workshop, on-farm trials, technical committee
meetings, production recommendations workshops and the
like. ’

Nevertheless, R-E linkages remained under criticism
from different parties. They were looked at as questionable
and disputable matter, triggering, thus, varied evaluative
opinion and attitude. This study, therefore, was conducted to
develop a scale to measure attitude of R-E linkage
participants who are mainly research and extension
specialists. The “Likert Summated Rating” method was
employed to develop the scale for the advantages it provides
as stated by a number of authors. The method proved to save
time and efforts, and results in higher level of reliability.

The number of statements was reduced from 91 (the
original) to 62 statements covering the universe of the R-E
linkages. The critical ratio ( t-value ) was used to evaluate
each individual statement as a measure of the degree to
which a given statement differentiates between high and low
group of respondents. The final scale consisted of 25
statements that were selected based on their 't' values. Only
those statements of 't' values of 2.2 or more were selected for
the final scale. The scale contained a relatively reasonable
number of positive and negative statements, so as to reduce
the possibility of response set of the respondents that could
be generated in case of only negative or only positive
statements were dominating the scale. Thus, the scale
minimized probable biased responses.
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The technique of concurrent validity was also
employed in this study as another measure for validating the
attitude scale developed on the R-E linkages in Yemen.
Thirty names of research and extension Specialists were
gathered together with the criterion score of their attitude
towards the R-E linkages as assessed by their
managers/directors. The results indicated that the attitude
scale has high validity.

Six regions having both research and extension
services were selected for the study. Out of the total of 700
research and extension Specialists in the country, 189 (27%
of the total population) served as respondents for the study.

The final scale consisted of 25 statements. The scores
that the respondent obtained for all the statements were
added together to calculate scores of his attitude towards the
R-E linkages. Respondents with higher scores were those
having more favorable attitude, while those with lower scores
were considered as having unfavorable attitude towards R-E
linkages.

As research and extension Specialists are the major
participants of these linkages, their attitude is a crucial
factor in the effectiveness and usefulness of these linkages.
Therefore, this study has developed a scale to measure
attitude towards the R-E linkages and more importantly to
utilize the results of “attitude measurement” in improving
the R-E linkages and remedying whatever problems might
be triggering unfavorable attitude towards them.



